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Cale af DUNKIRK, &c. 


82 T is of ſo great Importance to this 
Nation that Dunkirk ſhould continue 
5% 1n that demoliſh'd, ruin'd Condition, 
r to which it was reduced in Conſe» 
Oe * quence of the Treaty of Utrecht, that 
we ot be ſurprized at the great Uneaſineſſes and 
Complaints, fince the Publick became acquainted 
with the Progreſs the French have been ſuffer'd 
to make towards reſtoring that Port and Harbour. 
T HE Conſideration of this Affair hath been 
brought into Parliament; where, tho it has not 
met with Cenſure, it has not met with Approba- 
tion. The Wiſdom of the Commons did not think : 
fit; in a Conjuncture, repreſented to be fo IN 
to ſpeak in Form on what has paſſed. They con- 
— — themſelves, for the preſent, with thanking 
= _ jeſty for the Inſtances he made to France, 
115 ue of this important Affa ir is ſtill d 


ay probably occaſion a farther Enquiry. 
. "op! the mean Time, it muſt be of Service to 
inform the Publick, more particularly than has 
been 5 done, of the whole Tranſactions hither 
to relating to it. My Intention thererefore is, 5 
greeably to the Title prefixed to theſe = 
pers, to ſtate, as exactly as I am able, the © E? 
of what has pulled in the = about the De- 
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molition of Dunkirk, from the Treaty of Uirecht <4 


to the laſt Seſſion of Parliament; and to make fuch 


Obſervations on the Conduct of Great Britain 
and of France, as ſeem to my beſt Judgment 
obviouſly and undeniably to reſult from the Series 
of Facts. | | 5 
I do not fit down to write with a Deſign to 
fatter or to aſperſe any Perſon whatſoever. But 
I ſhall follow the Matter before me, and accor- 
ding as I am led by it, I ſhall commend or blame 
with all that Freedom, which the Subjects of this 
Kingdom are ſtill in Poſſeſſion of, and which 1 
hope we ſhall never reſign, as long as there re- 
mains a Tongue to ſpeak and an Hand to act in 
i __-- ee 
HE who attaoks a Miniſter, or any other 
Man, without ſufficient Foundation, is certainly 


guilty of a very great Crime. But he, who at- 5 
tacks with F act and Reaſon. on his Side, is ſo 0 7 
far an honeſt Man and a good Subject. His Wri- 


tings are no Libels. That odious Term belongs 
to thoſe, which are publiſhed againſt him. 
WHO I am that undertake this Task may, 
perhaps, be they Object of ſome Peoples Curioſi- 
ty. But that is a WE of no Importance to the 
Merits of the Cauſe. Let them examine the Facts 
I adyance, and weigh the Arguments I employ 


and the Obſeryations I make. If the firſt are 
= not founded in Truth, and the others in Rea- 


Jon, let them triumph in my Defeat, whoever I 


am. But if the firſt will bear the Touchſtone, >| 


and if the others preponderate in the Scale, let 
them not ſubmit to me, but let them ſubmit to 
4 ruth and Reaſon, by whomfoever preſented to 


I do not apprehend that any of our political 


Unter, will be in the Cale of triumphing 90 this 


5 


- £ | 
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Ockaſion; and I am very ſure that many of them 
wih not ſubmit even in the other Cate. When 
Al zument fails, they have recourſe to their uſual 
'T< picks of Ribaldry and Adulation. I ſhall very 
probably be a /quat, fair Gentleman in one Pa- 

per; a petit Maitre of Fifty in another; and 
Somebody elſe in a Third; for each of theſe Au- 

thors ſuppoſes the Man he writes againſt to be 
the Perſon he has the moſt a Mind to rail at, or 
is beſt paid for railing at. Our Miniſters will be 
Heroes in all; the profoundeſ# Stateſinen; the moſt 
diſintereſted Patriots; and our flouriſbing Condition 
at Home, as well as the noble Figure we make 
Abroad will be the Subject of much Declamation. 

NOW all this will do little Hurt and little 
Good, cither to the Perſons ſcratched or to the 
| Pefſons tickled. But it would do a great deal of 


Hurt to the Publick, if it ſhould divert, in an 


s Degree, that national Spirit, with which the Caſe 
of. Dunkirk ought to be conſider c. * 
AMONG All the Artifices which are employed 
tok keep Mankind from ſeeing and embracing the 
Tf#uth, no one is more groſs, and there is but 
l more prevalent, than that of turning their 
E'es from Things to Perſons. If a falſe Heart, 
2 foul Tongue, and a Front of Braſs can create 
Prejudices againſt the moſt innocent Man alive, 
the bare Salfkcion that ſuch a Man is of an Opt- 


ni$n, ſhall be urged as an Argument againſt it, and 


OK that ſolid Foundation it ſhall be eſtabliſhed 


thit Two and Three are net equal to Five. But 
this is not all; for as Prejudices are applied to 
this Purpoſe, fo are Partialities. In Caſes, where 
private Honour and publick* Juſtice are both con- 
cerned, the Conſequence of hurting a Man, in 


1 whoſe Favour we have been made to entertain an 


Hbitual, though groundleſs Partiality, is ſometimes 
1 


K = _ 


7 as a Reaſon for complying with neither, 
heſe Miſchieſs, like many others, are chiefly to 
be found where Parties have long prevailed; and it 
often happens that they continue to have ſome 
Effect, even when the Parties ſubſiſt no longer, 
and among thoſe, who have all the ſame Views 
becauſe they have all the ſame Intereſts 
WHETHER any Attempts like theſe have 
been lately made to — Froma particular Men in the 
Caſe of Dunkirk, I ſhall not determine. But it 
cannot be amiſs to warn againſt them at all 
Times, and eſpecially when we ſee ſo much Pains 
taken to keep theſe Prejudices and theſe Partialities 
J have now done with my Preface, which may 
be thought perhaps too long. I with it could be 
thought unneceſſary. . 


? HETHER the Demolition of Dunkirk 
0 does, in a great Meaſure, ſecure exactly 
* Seven-ninths of the Trade of England from 
the Power of Fr auce at Sea, as it has been aſſerted, 
I ſhall not trouble myſelf to calculate, neither ſhall 
L examine nicely how far this Port may juſtly be 
deem d our Rival in Time of Peace, by ſupporting 
{ome conſiderable Branches of the French Manufac- 
- tures, and by carrying on a Trade to the Nei- 
Indies, which has been inſiſted upon likewiſe. In 
general it will not he denied, that the French have 
annoy'd our Trade, and promoted their own ex- 
. treamly, by the convenient Situation and other 
Advantages of the Port of Dunkirk, 
| DA... Os To 
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ide Sir Richard Stneles Writings about Dunlirk in the late 
Queen's Reign. | : 
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To make therefore a true Judgment in the 


preſent Caſe, it is ſufficient to lay a Foundation, 


| Avhich few Men will attempt to controvert, and 


Mimſelf to Ridicule, or to ſomething worſe than 
Ridicule, to the Abhorrence of every honeſt. 
Heart. 5 85 „ 

I be Foundation I mean to lay is contain d in 
heſe Propoſitions. 


| which no Man can controvert without expoſing . 
{1 


. 


| Firft, The declared Senſe of the Britiſh Na- 
tion, at the Time of making the laſt Treaty of 


Peace with France, was that Dunkirk ſhoud be 
no more either a fortified City, a fortified Port, 


or even an unfortified Harbour. 


\ \ 


i; Secondly, France conſented to the Demolition 


of Dunkirk in this Senſe, and engag'd never to 


reſtore it again in any one of theſe Reſpects. 

; | Theſe Propoſitions are fully proved by the gth 
Article of . the Treaty of Utrecht; By which Great 
Britain required, and France conſented, that all 
the Fortifications of the City of Dunkirk aud be 
razed; Thoſe towards the Sea in two Months, 
Thoſe towards the Land in three Months. Thus 
far the Article ſtipulates the Demolition of Dun- 
Eirk as a fortified City and as a fortified Port, 


z and if no more had been intended no more would 
; {have been ſaid; but the Article ſays a great deal 


more; it ſays expreſsly that the Harbour ſhall be 


 \flled up, and that the Sluices or Moles, which ſerve 


to cleanſe the Harbour ſhall be levelled. The naked 
Harbour itſelf was therefore to be deſtroy'd as well 
as the Fortifications towards the Land and to- 


 qwards the Sea. Aſter all theſe Stipulations fol 


i: lows this expreſs Condition, That the ſaid Fortifi= 


| cations, Harbour, Moles, or Sluices be never re- 


* 


* pair 4 again. So that France has never had, ſince 
the Treaty of Utrecht, nor can have, while that 


- ' * 
* 


"Tv 


Treaty ſubſiſts, any more right to open, or b 
. — to nedlg to open the er Da 
kirk, than ſhe has to re-build the Fortifications of 
that City, and to render it in every reſpect what 
it was before the Demolition. IS 
I be late Queen Anne was ſo ſolicitous to have 
this principal Part of the Article, for ſuch it was 
then eſteem d, effectually perform'd, that when ſhe 
ſent her Commiſſioners to Dunkirk to ſee the 
Demolition of that Place executed, ſhe gave them 
the moſt particular Inſtructions imaginable on this 
Head. They were not only to fee the Moles, and 
Fettees, and Keys, and Sluices demoliſhed, but 
they were to ſee the Stones belonging to them, 
even the Stones of the Keys for ſhipping and unſbip- 
ping Goods, thrown into the Canal or Harbour, the 
more effeetuatly to ſpoil the ſame and render it im- 
praticable for the future. They were to ſee the 
Channel of each Sluice filld up with Earth from 
the next Rampart, till it was made level with the 
Streets. Nay they were to ſee the Road, * 
lyes before the Entrance of the Harbour, ſpoild as 
much as pi ble, and the Reaſon for this particular 
Inſtruction is there given, 65 prevent as much as 
ble any Ships coming in for the future. 
5. our dh King of France had nl by his Mini- 
ſters at Utrecht, and even by a direct and ſtrong 
Application from himſelf to the late Queen, while 
the Preaty was in Negotiation, to have the Ri- 
gour of 7 Ninth Article, in ſome Degree, ſoft- 
I He did not defire that = Thing, which had 
been erected to fortify the Town, or make and 
| preſerye'the Harbour, ſhould be ſpared, but hoped 
and preſſed that the Queen would allow one Sluice 
to be left, which had been erected, as it was then 
pretended, by the People of the Country, belors 
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| he fortified the Place, to carry off the Waters, and 
' fave the Low Lands from Inundations. Even 
this Application proved fruitleſs. The Article 
4 was inſiſted upon, and was accordingly paſſed with- 
cout any Exception. 
Not diſcouraged by this, the Inhabitants of 
7) Dunkirk ſent over a Deputy, who was warmly 
| ſupported by the Ambattador of France. Several. 
freih Inſtances were made, and all Endeavours 
' were uſed to move the Queen's Compaſſion, by de- 
4 firing, as a Grace, what they pretended no Right 
to by Treaty, that the Sluice of Furnes at lea 
| : might be preſerved, to carry the Waters off from 
the Country, and to preſerve the 'Town from Filth, 
| | Stench, and the Conſequence thereof, Infection. 
But the Queen, who was reſolved that Dunkirk 
| ſhould have neither a fortified Port, nor even a 
naled Harbour, knew by the Reports of her 
Commiſſioners, chat Mr. Armſtrong, one of their 
Number, abſolute! y denied the Neceſſity ot preſer= 
ving thoſe Slices, in order to diſcharge 05 Wa- 
\ ters of the Country, She was informed likewiſe, 


by the Report of the ſame Commiſſioners, that if 


; any of the Sluices. remained, it would be imp ll 
Io prevent the Harbour from being kept open; where« 
7. as if they were all deſtroyd, a ſmall Space of Time 
ond effeFually fill up the Harbour. She continued 
therefore inflexible, and beſides ſeveral other An- 

5 ſwers to the ſame Effect, given to the French Ame 
baſſador, and to the W 0s of Dunkirk, upon 

- theſe Occaſions, a Secretary of State was ordered, 
1 upon one of them, to write to the Britiſh Miniſter 
at Paris, to acquaint that Court, that the ©peen 
1 will inh. inf that, by the Treaty, all Things are is be 
* deſtroyed, que eluendo Portui inſerviunt, which 
& ſerve to . the Harbour. That no Diſtin#ion * 
4 is therein 1 of what contributes accidentally and 
as = > | what 


. 
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what direftly to this Purpoſe——That the French 
Miniſters had inſiſted at Utrecht to have ſuch an 


Exception inſerted: in the Treaty; that it was poli- 


tively x fuſed, and that they ſubmitted ——That un- 
dier a charitable Pretence o of oa the N ound the 


French would ſave the Harbour In ſhort, that 
He muſt let — far de Torcy feel, and by him the 


ing that the Queen ſees plaiuly the Correſpondence 


between his Officers and the People of the: own, who 


"are unwilling to loſe their Harbour. 


might deſcend into more Particulars ; but 


theſe are, I think, ſufficient to eſtabliſh the two 
Propoſitions adyanced above. The Intention of 


the late Queen, and of thoſe who negotiated, by 
her Orders, the Treaty of Utrecht was to deſtroy 


"Dunkirk tor ever, not only as a Fortreſs, but as a 


Sea-Port. To this the French ſubmitted, tho with 
much Reluctancy; and in this at leaſt the Miniſters 


at that Time were ſeconded by the Voice of the 
whole Nation. Even Thoſe, who oppoſed that 
Adminiſtration, were aſhamed of ſome weak At- 
tempts made to depreciate this important Article 
-of the Utrecht Treaty. They ſoon took the other 
Part. They Wande high the Conſequence of it, 
and the Neceſſity of executing it with the utmoſt 
Rigour. They were ſo far from thinking the De- 
molition of the Forti/ications to the Land and to 
the Sea ſufficient, that the Mole and Harbour were 
ulld by them, and J think rightly, the Terror of 
the Britiſh Nation: Ina wel they aſſerted bold= 

, that nothing leſs than the total Deſtruction of 


© the Harbour, as well as the Demolition of the For- 


Fifications could anſwer the * of the 
2 N tion. 


Such was the Iſſue of the firſt Diſputes about | 


Wt: Dunkirk, a little before the Death 27 the late 
8 W French were obliged to proceed to a 


wine 


} 


TR 


\ ploy'd a Multitude of Artifices and a Multitude 
of Pretences to avoid the ſtrict and full Execution 
ol the Treaty of Utrecht in this Point. . 
They turned themſelves therefore to another 
Method, and began to cleanſe and widen the Ca- 


4 . 
the ſame as had been urged in order to ſave the 


ko 


- Port of Dunkirk, under Colour of rity + the 
ſign 


Country from Inundations. But the plain 
of this Work was to open a new Harbour at 
- Dunkirk, and a new Communication with the Sea. 


[ As the Work procceded, this Deſign became e- 


very Day more evident, by the Breadth and Depth 


which were given to the Canal of Mardyke, and 
by the enormous Size of the new Sluice, larger 
than that at Dunkirk, and vaitly beyond any Pro- 
. portion that could be pretended neceflary for car- 
Veſiels, and other {mall Craft. 2 
F As the Deſign became more evident, the Repre- 
_ | ſentations againſt it became more frequent and 
length, by the common Arts of Negotiation, and 
in the mean time purſued their Enterprize with all 
the Vigour and Diſpatch imaginable ; till the late 
J King, reſolving not to ſuffer ſo manifeſt a Viola= 
tion of the Treaty of Utrecht, ſent the Earl of Stair 


nun ũ 


rying off the Waters, or even for receiving Fiſher- 


ſtrong. But the French drew the Affair into 


This Miniſter proceeded on the Principle eſta- 


| from. The true Senſe of the Treaty of Utrecht, ſays 


Z bliſh'd ar firſt, and hitherto not once departed 


He, in one of his ders and. the Intention of 


_ . Great Britain 2s, that Dunkir | 
Port again. From whence he argues, that ſince 
| the Port of Mardyle is in its Uſe a Port to the 
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ſpall never have a 


* 


total Deſtruction of it, after having in vain em- 


nal of Mardyke. The Pretences of doing it were 


to the Court of France, ſoon after his Acceſſion 


4 Cit7 


* 12 ) 


City of Dunkirk, as much as the ol one was, the 
King of G reat-Britain would have liked as well 
to haye had this ſubſiſt, and only the Name of it 
changed, as to ſee another Port, larger and more 
convenient, opened at a League to the Weſtward. _ 
5. - Anſwers, which the Court of France made 
| to all theſe R preſentations, were very far from 
Faire Satisfaction, but the Firmneſs which the 
. Earl of Stair ſhewed, and perhaps the declining 
State of Lewis the IVth. prevailed on the French 
* Councils to ſtop the carrying on theſe Works; pro- 
baby with the ſame Views as they have acted 
fince, to quiet the preſent Clamour, and to begin 
again upon the firſt Occaſion. | 
Such was the Iſſue of the ſecond Diſputes about 
Dunkirk, when the late King of France died. The 


1 French neither departed from their Pretenſions, 


undleſs as they were, nor ruined the Works 
they had made at r Mardyie, They kept one alive, | 
0 ſuſpended the other. | 
By The late King, thereforc, inſtead of dropping 5 
this Affair, continued to puſh it, and to ſhew that 
© "he was determined, at any Rate, to have another 
ſiort of Aion than he had yet receivet. 
This Satisfaction he obtained ſoon after, by a 
Provijonal Agreement made with the Miniſter of 


- "France at Hampton-Court, in the Month of Septem- 


ber, 1716, and inſerted in the Triple Defenſve Al- 
| Jrance concluded at the Hague between Great-Bri- | 
ain, France, and the  States-General | in 9, 


"4 Ie Duke of Oilens was now e of France. 
His political Intereſts led him to defire the Friend= 
hip of the late King. This Diſpoſition was culti- 
„ vated and improved on our Parts, and the Union 
3 the two Courts grew to be extreamly in- 
; inte, . as res Britin and Frante acted in 


m—_ | 


nb i 


cond: like Kribwide] ſo they ace ed . > 
ck Days like Equals. If we uſed their Help, 
e lent them ours. The Dependance was at leaſt 
dont: wr and when our ſeparate Intereſts came into 
 Competit10!1 theirs, far from fearing to aflert 
our Right, leſt we ſhould diſoblige our Friends; 
we treated with them like an independent Nation, 
who knew that it is, or may be always made the 
Intereſt of France to keep Meaſures with Great 
Britain, as much as it can become, at any time, the 
Intereſt of Great Britain to keep Meaſures with 
France. © 
'This appeared very remarkably on the Occaſion 
we ſvere mentioning. The Regent was not, I ſup- 
poſq; more ſcrupulous than the late King of 


FraRce, nor leſs deſirous of regaining. any Alon 1 
tage Which had been loſt, or given up; and yet he 


3 was forced to yield to all that we inſiſted upon, for. 
the eſſectual Execution of the * Article of 10 | 
| Treaty of Utrecht. | 
Hs late Majeſty did indeed at this Tink con- 
ſent — the Canal, opened at Mardyke, ſhould 
ſubſi t, for carrying off the Waters, and for the 
little Commerce neceflary to ſupply "that Part of 


the Country with Proviſions. I his was a Goncet- 


fion which had not been made before, and which 


the French had not ſtrictly any Right to expect. 


But farely it was wiſe to make it in the Manner, 
_— the Conditions on which it was made. 8 
A long as a King of France had the plauſible 

=> of ſaving his Subjects from drowning, or 

to cover his Deſigns, it was obvious e- 

Ty all that had paſſed, that the Defign of , 
reſt ing Dunkirk, under this Pretence, would no- 

ver he laid aſide. The late King, theretore, in or- 
der to defeat the Deſign once Te all, Holy d to 

* the Pretence 1 _ B 

y 


be neceſſary to the more compleat - 


eſſectual, are contained in the Treaty. 


F =o , * , ; ; o ; 
. 855 x 135 * 
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By the Fourth Article of the Triple Alliance, 

the great new Sluice made at Mardyłe, and all the 
Fettces erected along the Strand, are to be de- 
ſtroy d, and not to be made uſe of ſor any Port, 


Haven or Sluice at Dankirk or at Mardyke, or at 


any other Place within tuo Leagues Diftance of ei- 
ther of theſe; the Intention of the contracting Par- 

ties, and the End which they propoſe to themſelves 
by this Treaty being that no Port, Harbour, Fortifi- 
cation, Sluice, or Baſon, ſball be made or built at 


' Dunkirk, r the Slujce of Mardyke, or at any other 


Place whatſoever upon the Coaft, within the Di- 


| fance before-mentioned. 


By the ſame Article it was ſtipulated likewiſe 
that the Digues or Fettees, on both ſides of the 
old Canal or Port of Dunkirk, ſhould be entirely ® 
demoliſhed down to the Strand, and that ſome o- 
ther Things ſhould be further done, which might 

Jeſtraction of 
the Harbour. | 4 


This being conſented to on the Part of France, 


his Majeſty conſented that the little Sluice, on the [ 


Canal of Mardyke, ſhould remain, provided the 
Breadth of it was reduced to ſixteen Foot. 

All theſe Stipulations were made with the grea- 
teſt Clearneſs poſſible ; and the moſt exact Speci- 
fications of every thing neceſſary to render them 


: 


was the Iſſue of the Diſputes about Dun- 


Such 


Kirk, in the Time of the late King; and ſurely 


there was good Reaſon to hope, atter the Settle- 


ment then made, that we ſhould hear of them no 
more. The French were 3 
for which alone they contended, at leaft avowedly; Þ® 

and Dunkirk was reduced to be no more a fortiped 7 


gratity'd in two Points, 


Sons, a fortified Port, or even an wnfortified Har- 


: ; * 5 p 4 
| | ( I 5 ) | | | 


miniſtration, which Sir Richard Steele call'd the 
French Adminiftration, they have been lately ſuf 
fer'd to do. Inſtead of not executing one Treaty 

fully, they have publickly violated T-. They 
actually enjoy the Benefit of the Canal of Mardyke, 
which was indulged to them, that there might re- 
main nogColour for ever opening that of Dunkirk ; 
and in *he midſt gf this Enjoyment, They have 
opened, They have repaired that of Duxkirk, and 
contrived their Work ſo, that whenever they ſhall 
think proper to finith it, Dunkirk will be at once 


a. better Harbour than it was, when it ſtood the 
Glory of France and the Terror of Britain. 


I proqeed to the particular Facts, which ſuppoi 
theſe general Allegations. „ pport 


Col. Jaſſells, one of the Commiſſaries appointed 
to ſee he Fourth Article of the Treaty of 1717 
fully and effectually executed, continued at Dun- 
KLirk till the Year 1725, that memorable Ara, 
when oy Treaty of Hanover was made, and from 
whence fo many things, which will not 3 
or ſoon forgot, are to be dated. How this O- 
ficer came to be recall d, juſt in that critical Point 
of Time, has not been explained. Perhaps we may 
begin to gueſs at the Reaſons, when we have gone 
a little farther in the preſent Enquiry. © 
3 Itis9 on all hands, that whilſt He conti- 
nued at Dunkirk, the old Port and Harbour re- 
mained impracticable, as by Treaty they are to re- 
main; and that the little peddling Trade, which 
the French had there, was carried on by very ſmall 
3 Velltls, and through the Canal of Mardhte alone. 
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"on two Years a he had been recall'd, = 4 
mours began to ſpread, that the Port of Dunkirk _ 
was opened again. 'Theſe Rumours were confirm'd 
by ſeveral Perſons who had paſs d that Way; and 
our Miniſters, even without receiving any Intelli= | 
Pros from Abroad, could not be ignorant of tge 
Truth of the Fact, ſince it appeared by the Enu—- 
tries at the Cuftom-houſe, that Ships were conti- 
nually going and . from the ort of Dun 
Kirk. | 
As the Works Cato this Port 8 = 
the Trade of the 3 ring the Noiſe about a 2 
encreaſed. Nay, theſe: Works were carried for- 
ward in ſo oublick a Manner at laſt; that it became 
impoſſible any longer to forbear concluding, either 
that our Mini ſters had not been able to prevail on 
Thboſe of France to ſtop this Violation of the 
|  » Treaty, or elſe that they —— at i 
In this State of Things, and under ſuch Appre- 
henſions as theſe, ſome Members of the Houſe o 
| Commons reſolved to lay this Matter before the * 
" . Committee of the Whol: Houſe, appointed to take | 
into Conſid _— Ev 1 „ + wag — j 
| 2 Importance o it in their Opinions, deſerve 
| the moſt ſolemn Proceedings, and the Nature of it 
required that no more 'Time ſhould: be loſt in ſtop- F 
ping the Growth of an Evil, which became, by e- 
'_ _ -. very Day's Delay, greater and harder to He. 3 
| _ "They got ore ſuch Evidence of particular * 
| Faß, as hey judged ſufficient; and they oonceal- 
| ed their Enquirics with all the Care they could, 
3 2 the 2 might be prevented, by Power 
3 Os appearing; or when they did ar- 
ſpeaking as plainly and tully in public, 3 
as they had done in private. This Precaution, 
> W N in 8 1 
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tts Kind, was ſurely as neceſſary as ever, on the 
Occaſien we ſpeak of; and the Complaints, which 
have been made of it, are indeed below Animad- 
= vycrhon. | | = 
When, in 3 of theſe Meaſures, it 
was moved in the Committee of the Whcle Houſe, 
that ſome Perſons, attending at the Door, ſhould 
be called in, to give an Account of the Condition 
of the Port ard Harbour of Dunkirk * * * * * 
attempted at firſt to hinder this Motion from paſ- 
fing; But the _ 2 ray ne of the Com- 
FF mittee runnin ly againſt him, this attempt 
Hailed of 8 Wo he : | *. 
I be Witneſſes were called in; and they gave 
clear and diſtinct Accounts to the following Ef- 


1 That the Port and Harbour of Dunkirk, which 
had been demoliſhed” in purſuance of the T reaty 
of Utrecht, ſo that the ſmalleſt Fiſhing-Boat ſour 
not go in to them a few Years ago, are now made 
capable of receiving great Numbers of Ships of 
conſiderable Burthen That from ty to eighty 
Veſſels are frequently to be ſeen there at a Lime; 
and that the Port is capable of containing more 
than One Hundred and Fifty That, in order 
to make ir ſo, the Sluice of Furnes has been re- 
eſtabliſhed, and the Piles of the Damme, raiſed at 
the Time of the Demolition acroſs the Entrance 
of the Harbour, have been pulled up—— I hat ſe- 
veral Works, in which the Soldiers as well as o- 
ther Perſons were employ d, have been carried on 
from Time to Time, for cleanſing the Harbour; 
for hindring the Mud and Sand from coming in to 
it; for repairing the Fettees; for preventing the 
Tides from flowing acroſs the Channel, and there- 
by keeping it-choaked up; for making Keys where © 
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as . the Demolition, and for procuring to 
this Port many other Conveniencics of Trade and 
Navigation That an Engliſh-built Ship, which 
trades from Dunkirk to St. Domingo, was actually 
in the Harbour lying at the Keys, beſides ſeveral 
Dutch and other Ships, which, trade to the Nef 
Indies——That Ships of Force had been built 
and nend there lately, and one particularly in 
January laſt, which ſailed out of the Harbour 
with Twenty-four Guns mounted, and is able to 
carry Thirty. In a Word, that ſome of the . 
many Works which have been made for reſtoring. 
the Harbour of Duzkirk, are already put into as 
ood a Condition as ever; That the Trade of the 
Town is' by thefe Means very much encrealed 
within theſe two Years; and that. the Pilots, who 
lie upon the Coaſt, refule to carry Vetllcls any 
longer into the Canal of Mortybay bar ing Orders 
not to do it. hat the Canal of Mardyke is 
brought io near to the great Sluice, that by remo+ 
Ving a imall Quantity of Earth more, the whole ; 
Body of Water, which is at preſent carricd into 
that Canal from thoſe of Berg and the Mocre, may 
be carried into the old Baſin, and into that Part 
of the Harbour, where the Men of War formerly 
lay-——uper the whole Matter, that the Port of 
2 ma) now fob $9 pe at no great fur- 
ther Exp pence, be and perhaps | 
better Mn it was before Ne | eftraGion . 
all reſpects, except as to the Fortifications —— Ihe 
Nitneſſes added that theſe Works, which had been 
carried on, at firſt, with ſome kind of Privacy, 
were afterwards continued without Diſguiſe, and | 
_ fince laſt Augyf with more Vigour than before; 
na that they were actually carrying on, notwith- 
ſtanding the Badneſs of the Res, in 4 r 
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"The WI elles who cadet theſe F acts, were 
1 of Veſſels and others, who make frequent 
Voyages to Dunkirk, and who ſpoke to nothing 
but what they had had frequent Occaſions of ob- 
4 icrving ; ſo that their Eviacn.c was, upon a very 

AHrid, to uſe no haſher a Word, Croſs- Examina- 

tion, confirm d in every * and ſupported in the 
ſtrongeſt Manner. 

As clear as it was, and as unqueſtionable as ahh 

Truth of it appeared to be, Reaſons were urged 

3 why no Reſolutions thould be, at that I ime, taken 

upon it. I he Chief of cheſe Reaſons were, that 

Col. Armſtrong had been lately ſent to France; that 

his Preſence would be neceitary in a further Ext- 
| mination, of this Matter; and that a Lime ought 

therefore to be allow'd, in which he might be able 
to return; that ſeveral Papers would likewiſe” be 
call'd lor, to ſhew what had been lately tranſacted 

and what Care the Miniſters had taken about this 

Affair; and that the getting theſe Papers ready 

tor thi Houſe woul require 1 ime alſo. "Ihe 

Reaſons were acquiziced in, tho” ir was not hard 
to torcſce what might be effected by Delay. 
The Committee was adjourn ; Papers were 

call d for; the Committee was again pur off on the 

fame Pretences for a F ortaight ; ſeveral Papers were 
brought ; and, 'the Day betorcFit was to ſit again, 
there were communicated to the Houſe, by his 

Majeſty's Command, Copies of a * Letter from the 

D. of N. to Mr. Poinrz : of an Anſwer from Mr. 
= + Points; and of the following Oraer obtain 'd iP 
1 the Court of F rauce. 
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3 The Duke's Letter to Pointz __ gurt, Was my 5 
bruary the 12th, 1729-30. _ ; 
of Points and Armſtrong's Letter to Te Duke. was from Paris N 
4b * ä 
i C 2 a | 2 2 By : 


(20 ) 
[1 By the KING. 
H E Sieur Capt. of his Majeſty's 
«. Ships, is orderd to repair immediately 
& to the Port of Dunkirk, there to draw up an' 
exact State of the preſent Condition of the 
“ Chenal and Port of the ſaid Town, and to 
c make his Report thereof. His Majeſty enjoins 
& the ſaid Sieur to cauſe to be demoliſhed all the 
* Works that may have been erected in Contra- 
<« vention to the Treaty of Utrecht and of the 
* Hague, Copy whereof He will find hercunto an- 
« nexed. His Majeſty commands and orders the 
% Governor Commandant of the Place, the Inten- 
ce dants, Engineers, and all other his Officers and 
* Subjects to give all the neceſſary Aſſiſtance in 
# the Execution of the preſent Order, in Caſe of 
„Need. Done at Verſailles the 27th of February, © 
4 1730. Signd Lewis, and underneath Phely- 


Our Minifters ſeem'd to applaud themſelves very 
much on the Succeſs of their laſt Application to 
the French Court; and it was talk d of, in a tri- 
umphant Stile, as if there remain d no Pretence 
for procceding to any further Examination of the 
preſent State of Dunkirk. But ſurely this was un- 
reaſonable on all Accounts; ſince if there was any 
Merit in obtaining this Piece of Paper from France, 
the Merit belong d to thoſe worthy Gentlemen, Who 
brought this Altair before the Houſe of Commons, 
and in no fort to the Miniſters. Beſides which, 
even upon the Suppoſition that France had now 
given us full Satisfaction, and a full Security that 
> Hunbirt ſhould be once more demoliſh'd, accord- 
ing to the Terms of the Treaties of Utrecht and 
the Hague, it was ſtill proper and neceſſary too 
that the Committee thoyld proceed; becauſe it was 
= 125 pf˖oper 
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proper and neceſſar 
to paſs that the Larbchr of Dunkirk had been, 
for ſo bug a Time, repairing without any clietual 
. Oppoſition on our Parts. No honeſt Man, who is 
acquainted with the Conſtitution of Parliament, 
2 K who knows what the 1 of the Houſe 
of Commons have been in the be, Zim 
tradict me in this. Permit mc to add, that the 
= Facility and Ex pedition, with which the French 
* conſented, upon E. Occaſion, to their Ja Or- 
Aer, adminiſter d more than ordinary Cauſe to ſuſ- 
pect that they had never been prefied much 1p0y- 
this Head before. 
Z _ When the Houſe came again into the Cummit- 
| tee of the State of the Nation, they had before 
them, beſides the 7wo Letters of our Miniſters and 
the Ds | juſt procured from France, ſeveral of 
the Pipe Nick had been call'd for, and the E- 
1 of ſome frefb Witneſſes produced by thoſe 
Gentlemen, who had produced the former. 
3 ſay ſeveral of the Papers which had been call'd 
for; becaulc, altho the Papers call'd for by * * # 
were all brought i in; yet of thoſe, which had been 
calld for by others, ſome were kept back, under a 
Pretence that they could not be found 1 in the Of- 
fices; and others, it was ſaid, would require a great 
deal of Time to copy. 


- to diſcover how it had come 


nes, nyo — 


The Papers call lor by * * * * d deliverd ... 


in, were generally Extras of Letters; So that, if 
one were to ſuppoſe an Intention to conceal any 
Circumſtances from the Knowledge of the Houſe, 
this Method would give a ſufficient Opportunity of 
doing it; notwithſtanding which, theſe very . 
pers, imperfect as they were, confirm! and 
ſtrengthened all the Evidence given at the Bar. 
| As ng more clear, and to ſtate the 
- * Matter as Kur as 4 am alle, I ſhall take 
| Notice, 
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| ns, in the firſt Place, of ſuch wo gram as 
appeared in the Papers, or were prov ſreſb 
| Witneſes, in Addition to and Corroborktion 2 
what had appeared in the preceding Examination; 
for nothing contrary to it appeared any where. In 
the next Place, I ſhall give an Account of the 
Conduct of our Miniſters through all theſe Tranſ- 
actions; for the Exactneſs of which, I ſhall appeal 
to their own Papers, as I ſhall appeal to the com- 
mon Senſe of Mankind for the Juſtneſs of the Ob- 
ſervations, which I propoſe to make as I go along. [ 
It _ then by theſe Papers, that in March 
1727-8, according to our Stile, the old Harbour of 
Dunkirk was ſo well repaired, that the Canal of 
Mardyke was no longer made uſe of; that the In- 
habitants work d at theſe Reparations by Moon- 
light; that the Trade of Dunkirk had been carried 
on there as formerly tor eight Months; and that 
a Frigat of 40 Guns was fitting in that Harbour, 
which is ſaid to be in as good a Condition as for- 
merly, except as to the Condition of the Fort- 
cations. Other Advices, very little poſterior to 
theſe, ſpeak of a Sluice built in 1727, on the Ca- 
nal of Furnes ; of a new Sluice preparing for the 2? 
Canal of Berg ; of Engineers who fire: and the 
King of Frances Troops, who carry on theſe 
Works. 5 5 1 on 
As this Account from the Papers agrecs with 
the Accounts given by the firff Witneſſes ; ſo the 
Evidence of the ſecond Witneſſes agrees perfectly 
with #cth ; tor they ſaid that the Shi, of Furnes 
had been opened 2 Augu 1927 ; that is about 
eight Months before the Month of March, 1727-8, ; 
Old Stile; that about Ocfober, 1727, the Piles, 
which barred the Harbour, had been drawn, and 
that there was Water enough in it for a Ship f 
400 Tons, They co ed, that Numbers of 
e 
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Men, moſtly Soldiers, were employ d on theſe 
Mr. Armſtrong was ſent in 1728, with Mr. Cron- 
from to Dunkirk, and his Report is dated from 
thence in September. This Report is in nothing re- 
pugnant to the other Accounts. On the contrary, 

it enters minutely enough into the Particulars of 
Works then made to reſtore the Harbour, and of 

the Conſequences of theſe Works, which the Re- 
port agrecs to be contrary to the Expreſs Terms of 

the Treaty. | 1 % . 

There are, among the Papers, other Advices of 
the Month ot May, 1729, concerning new Works 

carried on at Dunkirk, and Accounts of what was 

done upon theſe Advices; but the Papers are, 

from Aua. and Fuly 1729, entirely ſilent as to this 

whole Atiafr; and yet it appeared plainly by the 
Evidence af, the Bar, which was not contradicted, 

that from fly, to the Time of bringing this En- 

quiry into he Houſe of Commons, the French con- — 

tinucd to fepair and mend the Port of Dunkirk 
with more Application than ever. It is therefore 

no wonder if the Witneſſes ſpoke to ſome more Par- 

2 ticulars than are to be . o - 10 
Thus have I related the Subſtance of what 4 


£4 


peared, 3 the preſent State of Dunkirk, 
as well aFconcerning the Works carried on by the. 
French at that Place, ſince Mr. Laſſells was re- 
called from thence. Some Circumſtances, which 1 
may have omitted, to avoid Prolixity and Confu- 
ſion, will occur more properly in the Second Part; 
where I propoſe to give an Account of the Con- 
duct of our Miniſters, thro all theſe Tranſactions, 
cout of their own Papers. eee 
= Firſt, it appears, by their own Papers, that the 
very firſt Notice, which they took of what the 
French were doing at Dunkirk, proceeded 2 a 
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Repreſentation made by the Penſſonary of Holland, 
— es he had To yed Lon F 7 nee, and 
which were dated the 26th of March 1728 N. 5. 
Now the French had been, at this Time, many 
Months working at the Harbour of Dunkirk, and 
the Trade of that Place had been, during this Time, 
carried onas formerly. Did our Minifters know of 
this, and do nothing againft it till the Miniſter of 
the States called, in a Manner, upon them? This 
would be Connivance in the higheſt Degree. Did 
they not know it ſooner? They took then no Care 
to be informed of what paſſed at Dunkirk, for two 
Years together, after they had recall'd Mr. Laſcells, 
whoſe Preſence had becn a Check upon the French. 
This would be Negle# in the higheſt Degree. The 
Dutch Minifter at Paris ſent this Advice to the 
Penfronary. How came our Miniſter, at the ſame 
Curt, not to have as good Intelligence, or having 
RSS 88 
But there is another Conſideration ftill behind; 
for if public Reports did not deſerve their Atten- 
tion; yet they could not be ignorant that the Por? 
of Dunkirk was opened, becauſe they muſt know, 
at leaſt one of them muſt know, and from him the 
reſt might have known, by the Entries at our C- 
ffom-houſe *, that Ships went daily to it and came 
daily from it. Neglect might keep them ignorant 
of the particular Works, by means whereof this 
Harbour had been reſtored. But even Negle# could 
not hinder them from knowing that it was, in ſome 3 
Degree, reſtored; and that, by Virtue of two ſo- 
„M B. The Entries of Brandies from thence were increas'd 
from 600 Tons, in the Year 1727, to above 1600 in the Year 7 
1729; and the Entries of Cambricks from 18,500 half Pieces to 
| above 31,000 half Pieces; and 160 Sail of Ships, from 30 to 


60 Tons, were enter'd at the Cuſtom Houſe from this Port iin 


me three Years from 1727 to 1729. 
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lemn e over the Observation of which i wa 


their Duty to watch, Dunkirk was never 10 be, in 
any leres, an Harbour again. 


Salah, as the latter Part of the N Ob- 
ſervat bn bears particularly on the Elder, ſo I ap- 
prehci d that the Obſervation I am about to make 
will be found to bear as hard on the younger of 
that Pair of Brothers, who. have had fo long the 
Direction of the Affairs of this Kingdom; for the 
ce, which the Pen/jonary had communicated 
to ou Court, were ſent to the Britiſh Miniſter at 
Pari by the Sec—— of $t—e, on the 4th of April 
1728, with Orders that he ſhould inform himſelf 
about them, and 7 Pin roper Repreſentations 
to the Cardinal, if he foun 3 them true; though it 
was not poſſible or us to have any Doubt of the 
Truth of thoſe Facts; concerning which, They 
might have had certain "Information from ſo man 
Hary ls, if their Attention had not been wh 
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„ 
is empppy d in the Ry Eſtabliſhment of Dow 
— Carts. | 
4 0 
V, = N 8 Anſiver i 18 dated FS 2 ch of of 4p FE 78 
c N. 4 and it is a curious one indeed. He ends 
i- 3 over an Information, which a N in the main, 
10 rith the Advices received from the Pen onary ; 
nr | adds, that the Inhabitants of Dunkirk had 
is. feen ſome © Time ago, with equal Surprize and Fleas. 
d ure, that in one Night their Port was opened at 


ne once, by the Force of an extraordinary Tide, which 
> = ty looked upon as a kind of MixacLs. In this 
— = French Miracle his Excellency ſeems to believe; 


4 and therefore moſt cautiouſly propoſes to the Secre 
= on taryiof State, that a Perſon may be ſent to Dunkirk 
- | to e whether what has been done there be any 


wn no Pon 
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thing more than the pure Conſequence of the Tides, 


before He ſpeaks to the Cardinal in purſuance of 
the Orders ſent by the D. of N. to him. N 


On the 3oth of April, the Secretary writes to 
the Ambaſſador again, and ſends him an Account, 
which his Majeſty has received, ſays the Letter, 
of the Works which have been carrying on at Dun- 
kirk for the Eſtabliſbmeut of the Port and Harbour 
there, from a Perſon of undoubted Credit and Skill 
in thoſe Affairs. I he Advices of the Penſſonary 
are owned to be true; and every Step, which has 

been taken at Dunkirk, is declare to be a dire# 
Breach of the Treaty of Utrecht and of the Triple 
Alliance. W——— 1s directed therefore to inſiſt 
with the Cardinal, that immediate Orders be ſent 
to ſtop theſe Works, and a Confidence is expreſs'd 
that the Cardinal will take efſectual Care that every 


Thing be rectified according to the Treaties above- 
mention d. All this is enforced by ſome Reaſon- 
ings, which would incline one to imagine, that our 
Miniſters at home might think it neceſſary, at that 
Time, to inſiſt upon the Obſervation of the Trea- 
ro 2 85 

But our Minifter abroad did not appear much 
convinced of any ſuch Neceſſity; for His Excel- 
tency's Anſwer to this Diſpatch is more extraordi- 
nary than the la, and even than the miraculous 
Tide, which, it is pretended, opened the Harbour 
of Dunkirk. He writes on the zoth of May; that 
is, a Month afterwards to the D. of M. ſends him 
ſome Papers, received from the Cardinal, relating 
to our Complaints about Dunkirk ; takes no No- 
tice of any Repreſentations made by him, in obe- 
dience to the Orders ſent him; but ſays very * 
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8 theſe . 


THY 


ly ak very tenderl y, that He is no Competent Judge 
E this Affair and can ſay nothing to it. 


Hi s Excellency's Temper would almoſt make any 
honeſt Man loſe his Temper ; but let us examine 
allages with all the Ta poſſible. 


—5 Information, which he ſent the D. 
agreed with that of the Penſionary, which 
the D. of N. had ſeat him. He knew then, by 
repeated Advices, that it was not the Tides, but 
inceſſant Labour of the French, which had 
pen d the Port and reſtored the Trade of Dan 
rk, with all the Circumſtances already mention'd. 


new, or he might have known, that this i- 


j raculbus Tide had happen'd eight Years before, 


long before Mr. Laſſels was recalld from Dunk ik, 

and neither had been, nor could be, of itſelf, ef⸗ 
fectual (an ir: opening that Port. This being the 
Caſe it is ſo moſt exactly) on what Principle 
ſhall we account for W- 's Doubts, Delays, 
and the Weight he ſeems to lay on that np 
nent dae of the Tide: 


But This i is not the l He hits much 


ö the ſame Conduct, after he has receivd a third 


Information, confirming the two former, coming 


; from a Perſon of undoubted Credit and Skill, be- f 
> b . lieved by the King, and made the Found ation 0 7 


Poſit ive Das to him to inſiſt on having an imme- 


q diate ſtop giyen to theſe Works. He was no Fudge 
in this Affair. His Orders were not conditional 


in this Caſe, as in the former. Nothing but the 
greatly Certainty, that the Advices, which the King 
had received, were untrue, and that his Majeſty 


had a6 ak deceived in a chem, could * him for 
* 


; 
; 
17 
& 
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delaying one Moment the Execution of his Orders. 
Now, inſtead of this Certainty, what had he? why 
he had a Paper, drawn up by the Intendant of t 


Marine at Dunkirk; for which, by the way, he hal 
ſtayed about a Month; and it happens very un- 
luckily that this Paper, as inconſiſtent, as ihuffling, 
as evaſive, and as impertinent as it is, owns not 
1 only the Truth of ſome Particulars, contain d in 
Wl the Advices, which were the Grounds of Com- 
N aint, but acknowledges expreſly that ſome Works 
ad been made to prevent the Sands from choaking 
#p the Harbour. Necd I go about to prove that, 
in Conſequence of the Treaties, the Harbour is to 
remain choake# up for ever; and that every thing 
ear to prevent that is an Infraction of theſe Trea- 
Fes x Et 


I proceed, in the third Place, to take Notice of 
Mr. Armſtrong's Report. This Report is dated at 
Dunkirk the 23d of September, 1728, near four 
Months after the Tranſactions laſt mentioned, and 
confirms ſufficiently the Truth of the Advices re- 
ceived. It takes Notice of an Extraordinary 

- Tide, which had demoliſhed, in the Monch of De- 
-cember, 1720, the great Batardeau or Digue; bur 
it obſerves that the breaking of this Digue was far 
"From opening the Harbour, fince the Sand and 
Earth of it, being ſpread by the Flux and Reflux, 
had filld the Port, Baſin, and Chanel, ſo that a 
Boat could not get in from the Seawar Ir at- 
tributes very juſtly the ** the Harbour to the 
rebuilding the Sluice of Furnes, and augmenting 
it with a ſecond Flood Gate It then proceeds to 
* the ſeveral other Works, which had 
made, and aſſerts that they are all contrary 
10 the expreſs Terms of the Ninth Article of the * 
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Treaty of Utrecht, and alſo to the Fourth Article 
of the Treaty of Alliance made at the Hague the 
4th of Fanuary, 1717——It afterwards propoſed 


Stat: they were in, before the French had opened 
and repaired the Harbour. — Thus far all is well; 
but then theſe Engineers (for Cronſtroom joyns in 
the Report with Arm/trong) turn Politicians; and 
having offered what they judged neceſſary for an 
- ual Compliance with! the Treaties, they take 
em to offer what they judge may be expedi- 

__ and not repugnant to the Intention of the Trea- 
Hes and that 1s, that the little Rigolle or Gut (ſo 
ey are pleaſed to call it, and ſuch it might be 
the, in mpariſon of what it is now) ſhould be 
let to Abs HAS and in order to preſerve it to 
them, that the $Itice, which they had built on the 
Caual of Furnes, in Violation of their YT 


— left to them likewiſe. 


T his muſt appear a very odd Opinion; ciho- : 


eidlly when it comes from Mr. Armſtrong, who 
was ſo poſitive, in the late Queen's Time, that 
the Sluices at Dunkirk were not neceſſary to be 


preſerved, in order to diſcharge the Waters of 


the Country ; and that if any of theſe Sluices re- 
2 — it would be impoſſible to prevent he 


rbour from being kept open; whereas if they 
ve all deſtroyed, a mall Space of Time would 
Actually fill up the Harbour. But ſince that 


T ime, he ſeems to have been enlighrened © by 
5 Ricouart, the Intendant of the Marine at Dunkirk ; 


who, in the Paper abovementioned, to which 


XZ this Report refers, had undertaken to do, i in three 


Months Time, in War or Peace, at the Expence 


** en Thouſa and Laas, and with One Hundred 


Horb 


2 ) 


Wirkmon, more * he ant; had 1 
« Dunkirk in Four Z cars. © 


ww was right, perhaps, in Ricouart to SET | 
This extravagant Propolition ; becauſe it was his 
Buſineſs to furniſh the — with Arguments 
d oppoſe to our Complaints ; but ſurely it was 
not our Buſineſs to build, on this Foundation, 
ſuch Maxims, as are eſtabliſhed i in Mr. Armfong's 
. 1 and as have * too much ood 


| Futters, it is argued, may, in Caſe * Rupture 
with Us, rebuild em and open 2 | 
Harbour of Dunkirk mw the Channel, as deep 
and as wide as formerly. But this a will 
be of no Advantage to them, till the Fortifica- 
nons to the Sea are rebuilt 3 becauſe all Ships of 
War or Burthen were ever obliged, when this 
Place was in the beſt Condition, to go out into 
the Road, where they may be attached, as long 
as the Strand remains „ there take 
in their Guns, Proviſions, . Therefore, let us 
:rmit them to open their Harbour 20W 3 that i 18, 
becauſe France will probably, in - Caſs of a Var, 
reſtere and tortify the Port of Dunkirk again, let 
US Alen them to do part of their Work before- 
: Becauſe they will not obſerve the Trea- 
ries, when they are m0 longer bound by them, let 
us conmive at their breaking theſe TOA hill 5 
wh are bound. by them, 5 


But 1 muſt not diſmiſs this Point ludigrouſly. 
i A . a Lrmftr ong' 80 Reaſoning, which was very bad, 
_ PO 0s „* 1 5 


much 


1 Strand. From all which they conelude that a 


00309” 


2 worſe by what has happen'd ſince (tho 
there are Men, who ſtill inſiſt » it) is intirely 
built on ſuppoſing what is in pute, or rather 


| what is fall diſproved. 
Voe Ff, it is taken for granted chat, in 1 Caſe a 


of Rupture, the French will be able, in a ſhore. 
Tis to reſtore this Harbour, notwithſtanding 
all at has been done, or can be done to de. 


ftroj\i it. Now this is abſolutely denied by ſeve- 
ral very knowing Men; and was fo, in a 
culat Manner, by one, whoſe Knowledge can be no 
more diſputed, than his Valour, or his Integri- 
ty ; and who faid in the Honſe that he would 
undertake the Digue or Damme might be ſo 
made, as not to be deſtroyed, in Tivo ears 
Tint, with all the * France could beſtow 


upon it. 


By beſides, how could it eſcape Mr. Armftrons, | 
whei he toolehis Hint from the French Inten- 
dan or thoſe who have been Mr. Armſtrong's 
Eccl bes, that their own Reafoning turns, in this 
Caſe, again them. Let it be allo d chem, for 
Arguments Sake, that no Ship can take its De- 
parture from Dunkirk withor ſtopping ſometime 


in the Road; let it be allowd that we can at- 5 


tack$and deſtroy them there, as long as the 
Strafg is not fortified ; nay let it be allowed that, 
in Ciſe of a Var, we ſhould be able from che 
Road to hinder the French from fortifying the 


 nakett Harbour cannot be of mach Advantage to 
Frante, at the ſame Time that they aſſert that 
it is not worth while to hinder chat from being 
done; now, which” Fromm can and —_ 9 


— A — 
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2 do in 2 7 aue, whenever a N. ſhall . 


5 But ſurely it is very plain, u upon this F ounda- 


tion, and in Contradiction to wha: is aſſerted, 


that nothing can be more worth our while, than 1 


to hinder the French from refloring this Port and 


Harbour in Time of Peace; fince they ot mot pee: | 
ſibly reſtore it in Time of War. ame 


F hy which it has been allow'd =, | cſs 
their Shi ps in the Road, and even hinder 44 


30 from fortifying the & trand again, would cqually 


hinder them from reſtoring their Channel to the 


Sea, by making Fettees down to the low Water 


Mark, to prevent the Flux and Reflux of the 
Tides, which ſet acroſs the Channel; from choak- 


ing it up with Mud and Sand as. faſt as the 
Sluices by their Effect can clear it. Now it is 


undeniable, that if we can, in Time of War, com- 


# mand the Road and even hinder the Strand from 
being fortified ; we can likewiſe, by the ſame 


Means, hinder the Fettces from being carried to 
Low-water Mark. From whence it follows, on 


. the Reaſoning of theſe Gentlemen, that if we do 
not ſuffer the French to do this Work, by Stra- 
_ tagems in Time of Peace, they never can do it =. | 
Force in Time of War; and by Conſequence, if 


ever it is done, it muſt be owing to the Folly, 


Neglect or ne of the Men of e 
Aen. 55 | "4 


- - Secondly, it is Dad to be tht 1 
that all hips, whethbdr of War or Burthen, were 
ever obliged, when the Haven was at its beſt, to 
go out into the Road, and there take. in their 
„Oc. Now it is * 3 that all 


I 
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Ships of War or Burthen were not Gena and . 
are not even now under any fuch Neceſſity. 


is at preſent Water enough in the Harbour 
N 


red. The largeſt Men of War, which were kept 
formerly on that Station, might be obliged to 


go light into the Road, and there take in their 


Guns, Ec. but it is evident that Ships of Forcc 
ſufficient to annoy the IJrade of Great Britain 
and to carry on that of France, did formerly 


and may now ſail out and in, without * ob- 


liged to ſtop in the Roa. 


Dinah, the opening this Port, in the Ilan 


it. has been done, and the erecting a Sluice on 
the Canal of Furnes, tho allow'd to be contrary 
to the expreſs Terms, is ſuppoſed not to be re- 
pugnant to the Intention of the Treaties, and to 
the Ends propoſed by them. Now ſurely the di- 
rect contrary is demonſtratively plain; ſo plain, 
by the Terms of the Treaty; by the Principles over 

and over laid down; 5 by the Arguments over and 
over cmploy'd in the Diſputes and Negociations 


| a 0 this Affair, and finally by Mr. Armſtrong's 
inion formerly delivered, and followed, that 


on this Occaſi on, in Conſequence of a Meaſure re- 


ſolved, inſtead of determining the Meaſure, in Cons 
ſequence of the Report; which I apprehend - has 


been the Caſe, on many Occaſions. 


When the French made- the Canal. of Mardyls, 
they cover'd themſelves under the Letter of the 


ted : and becauſe they did not rebuild the 


= —- ame, 


a Ship of 400 Tons, and the Witneſſes had 
ſeen a Ship fail out of it with 24 Guns moun- 


= is yan ears: he ſhould report in Comtradio- 
tion to all this; unleis a Report was to be made, 


1 


4 


"Same, individual Moles, Fettees or Fortifications, 
as had been demoliſhed, they would have had it 
underſtood that they did not act againſt the Words 
ot. the Ninth Article of the Treaty of Utrecht; 
which are, ne difa Munimenta, Moles, aut ag- 
geres denuo unquan reficiantur. Now when they 
| have rebuilt one of the ſame Hluices; are repair- 
ing the very ſame Fettees; and arc, in a Word, reſto- 
ring the ſame individual Port, Harbour, Baſin and 
Channel; we argue, in their Favour, that they 
do not act againſt the Spirit or Intention of the 
Treaties, provided they do not renew the Forti- 
fications on the Strand. Mr. Armſtrong, in this 
Report, does not indeed allow the repairing the 
Fettees;, on the contrary, he inſiſts ſtrongly on the 
Neceſſity of deſtroyiug them, even to the Level of 
| the Strand; but we ſhall fee that he does little 
Less than allow it in a ſubſequent Report; and the 
ſame Argument, drawn from the ſuppoſed Inten- 
| ion of the Treaties, has been equally inſiſted upon, | 
| ſince the Fettees have been in part repaired and 
| other Works done, which anſwer the ſame Ends. 


—— —— E „% 


5 But to conclude this Obſervation; if there 
cCould have been, before the Treaty of 1717, any 
Doubt concerning the Intention of the Treaty of 
Ii Utrecht, as there certainly could not; and as his 
| late Majeſty inſiſted very juſtly. and very ſuc- 
Cerſsfully that there could not; yet to urge this, 2 
ter the Treaty of 1717, is to chicane about the 
Spirit of Treaties, in favour of the French, more 
| rrofsly than they did themſelves in their own 
MH F: avour, when they accepted the Will of the late 
| King of Spain, notwithſtanding all the Engage- 
ments they had taken by the Treaty of Partition. 
[| The 4th Article of the Treaty o 7 a 
. 5 Com- 


* 


CF) 


b on the gth Article of that of . 
trecht. It, after that, we are ſtill at Liberty to 
talk of the Spirit or Intention of the fi Tore , 
nothing can be ever determined by any Treaty. 
The Treaty of 1717 leaves the Cana! of Mardyke 
in ſuch a State as might ſuffice for carrying off the 
Watcys, and admitting of /12a/l Veffels, that 
there might be no Excuſe left for opening, in 
any Legree, the old Channel, which by the ſame- 
Treaty is to be more cffectually demoliſhed than 
ever, in order to the intire choaking of it up; 
How can it be ſaid, after this, that the Intent 
and End of this Treaty, as well as of the For- 
mer, is not diſappointed by opening this ſame 
old Channel and the Harbour anew? I grow 
aſhamed of inſiſting ſo long on a Point ſo very 
clear, and ſhall finiſh it by ſaying, that nothing 
could *ſurprize or afflict me more than to hear 
ſame Perſons,” from whom better Things might 
have been expected, argue for keeping open the 
Hurbaur of Dunkirk upon any Principles and eſ- 
og on ſuch as theſe; that it is not againſt 
the Treatics, nor againſt the Interes of Great 
Britain. To excuſe Minifters, who have com- 
mitted Faults, may be allow'd to Friendfbip, and 
to particular Obligations; but there can hardly . 
be a more melancholly Symptom in a free Go- 
vernment, than that of excu/ing and even juftify- 
iu the Conduct of Miniſters, by explaining a- 
way the moſt important, national Advantages. 


Havin made theſe Obſervations * Mr. Fir. 
frong's Report, I proceed, in the fourth Place, 
2 2 Notice of what our Miniſters did, in 

/ 75 

What they did was in ſhort This. They 

R 
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follow 'd his Advice, as far as it went in Favour 
of France; and there do not 0 any Foot- 
ſteps, that they followd it in taking effe ual 
Care of thoſe few Things, which” Ic recom- 
mends in Favour of Great Britain. | 


* They avrored; his Report i in al i its Parts. They 
directed the Miniſter at Paris to inſiſt that 
Things might be rectificd according to it; and 
the Secretary of State writes that this will give 
entire Satisfadhion. Nay they would not ſo much 
as try whether France would be contented with 
4% than Mr. Armstrong propoſed; for W— 
having given the Hint, by asking whether be 
ſhould communicate the wwho/e Report to the 
French, or only ſuch Parts of it as related tg 
the Infradions of the Treaties, he is ordered to 
communicate the whole Report to the Cardinal. 
That is, he is ordered to ſhew the French at 
once, that we were willing to give up to them 
what had never been given up from the Treaty 
Utrecht to this Time; and leave them a 
8 under the ſham Pretences, under which 
they had ſo long Preſſed for 1 it in van. 


What is the Return made to this noble Frank- 
2 and Generoſity of ours? Why, the Cardinal, 

's he, has put the Report into the Hands 
pe, the e or Maritime Affairs; and that, 
in order to hinder an Eclat, Birection will be 
given tor complying with it by 9 5 


Who dies not ſee the Meaning: of this An- 


foes? The Exlat, that is the Noiſe, was 0 ng; 
made in Great Britain, and in Holland too. It 


*. * known in ' both, and publickly com- 
Rn 


& 


(9) 


plainefl of, that the French bad, in great Mea= 
| ſure, refored the Port and Harbour of Dun» 
_ Surely there —— have been no Hurt in 
letting it be as known, that were 
deſtroying, at re to Rae of what — done 
in Vidlation of the "Treaties. 
cd to Hinder, inftead of making any further 
„Eclat. This muſt have done Honour to bat 


Curt, and have given ſome Colour, if any —_ : 


can give Colour to 1o improbable a Story, to 


what has been ſo often faid, and is ſaid even now, 
of che 


that the French Mi niſters knew nothing | 
W orks carried on by Inhabitants of rs. 


But the Meaning of this Anſwer Was plainly 


to gain Time. We had ſheum too much Haſte in 


giving up, at once, a great Part of uhat they 
wanted to gain upon us; and they were willing 


to try it they 9 Delay rs perform- 
Wen ſmall Part of 3 required of them. 


1 paß to my Fifth Obſervation, which will 


prove that chk 1s no unreaſonable Refinement, 
or raſh Judgment. What I have juſt related 


— \y 


paſſed in Nov. 1728. From that Time it does 


not appear that the French demoliſh'd, according 
to Mr. Armſtrong's Report, any of the Works'they 
had made, or that our Miniſters preſſed them once 
to it. But though they did not demoliſh, it ap- 


pears that they hilt; for in the Month of Ray 


following, a new Alarm comes, and our H- 


ers are once more called upon by the Penfionary, 


who ſends them Accounts y further Works car 


ng on at Dunkirk, for the Improvement of the 
© = _ Theſe Accounts were ſuch, that my 


This muſt have help- 


F 


| (38) 
wu gave great Attention to them. Let us fee 
wing re gave to them. 8 


They are ſent to the Nr at Penig . 
communicates them to the Cardinal. The Cardinal 
knows nothing of the Matter; but gives general 
Affarances that nothing, contrary to the Treaties, 
ſhall be done. Our Complaints are tranſmitted 
from Court to Dunkirk, — from thence an Au- 
fewer is returned by the Intendant, acknowledging 

in the main the Facts complain d of, but giving 
Turns to them, which one — badly | 
could _— even with Thoſe, who have e fo. much 
Faith in their Miracles. 8052 for Inſtance, as this; 
that a certain Floodgate had indeed been repaired, 
but that it was one, which had not been demoliſh'd 
at the Demolition of Dunkirk; which is true for 

this Reaſon, that it was not in being at the Time 
of that Demolition, but hath been Guile Jnee; lo Þþ 
that the French Argument ſtands thus. We do not 

break the Treaties by repairing this Work, though ; 

We broke-them by building it. 


| This Anſwer was e to Mr. lice, © 
who (without any Examination, whether the French 
Intendant had A palliated — diſguiſed Matters) 
makes as implicit and farourable a Dy as the ; 
__ could have Sete. 8 


A few Months ago, it was, in his own 8 
ey to deſtroy the Fettees, newly erected, and 
the Heads of the a Ones, which bad been left, 
and that even down to the Level of the Strand. . 
Now, the Pies, driven at the Head of the old 
baun, and pretended to be deſign d only for 
* x", yy" be a 5 * 


* . a” | | 1 
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| Care be taken that Theydo not ſerve for the Foun- 
dations of Batteries. The neu Magazines and the 


new Key are not thought of any Inconveniency. All 
that France is doing, and which the Penſonary laid 


ſo much Weight upon, is allowed. The Miniſter 


at Paris hath Orders to ſay ſo; but He is to hint, 
at the ſame Time, that Care be taken no farther 
Works are carried on. He may ſpeak out in making 
theſe Conceſſions to France; but He muſt meaſure 
his Words, and not ſpeak plain, when He men- 
tions what We required in Return; though what We 
uired, in Return, was nothing more than a ver- 


bal Aſſurauce that Batteries ſnould not be made on 


the Heads of the Fettees, which We allowed them 


' toerct at the Entrance of the old Channel. 


My fixth Obſervation is This. Though We were 
now brought, Step by Step, to ſee and own a na. 
ni feſt Danger, that the French might not only re- 


pair, bur fortiſy the Port of Dunkirk; yer from 


the Month of July laſt the Works were carried 
forward there till the Enquiry began in Parliament, 
without the Knowledge, or with the Connivance of 


our moſt knowing M——rs. 


It appear'd, by the concurring Evidence of the 
Witneſſes, that They were carried forward, during 
this Time, with greater Application and Jeſs Reſerve 
than ever; that the Soldiers of the King's Troops 
work'd at them; and that Ships were preſs d, by 
the King's Orders, to carry Stones for this Service. 


After This, it is impoſſible to read, without ſome 
Surprize, that when Mr. Pointæ and Mr. Armſtrong 
made the Repreſentations, which They were or- 
der'd to make, to the French Mipifters, both the 
„ | Cam. 
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_and Holland? © 


( 40 ) 


Cardinal and the Keeper of the Seals aſſured them, 
that if any Thing had been done towards reſtoring 
the Harbour of Dunkirk to its former State, or in 
Contravention to the Treaties of Utrecht and the 

Hague, it had been done without their Knowledre 
and contrary to the French King's expreſs Commands. 
They ſeem, by this Proteſtation, as ignorant as our 
s were, of Things done in their own Country, 
and with all the Eclat pothble; but even Ignorance, 
in this Caſe, is not very excuſeable in cither; for 


Firſt, as to the French 3 Taking what 
They lay, in their own Behalf, for granted, that 
the Inhabitants of Dunkirk have been principally 
active in what hath been lately done there, contrary 
to Treaties; yet can it be ſuppos d, with the leaſt 
Appearance of Probability, that Works of ſuch 
Importance could be carried on, for above two 
Tears together, without any Authority, or Couni- 
Vance, or even the — of the French Court? 
AIs it, in any Degree, credible that the Subjects 
of an arbitrary Prince would dare to make Uſe of 
His Troops, or to preſs Ships into that Service, by 
pretended Orders and without any real Licence? — 


Can We imagine that This could be done under 


the very Noſe, and yet without the Privity of the 
Governour Commandant, the Intendants and divers 


* 


ether Officers of the Marine, who are obliged to 
hold a conſtant Correſpondence with the Miniſters 


at Paris? or, laftly, can it be pretended, with- 
out putting the greateſt Violence on common Senſe . 
and common Reaſon, that even Curigſty itſelf, the 
loweft Principle of ail our Enquiries, would not have 

evail'd on the 14 nifters of France to examine in- 


to this Affair and gain the beſt Informations about 


it, after it had made ſo great an Eclat in England 


Tam 


nw TT, wo. 


— 
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I am at a Loſs to find, in this Conduct, any Proof * 


that They curry their Fidelity even to a Nicety; for 


it was certainly incumbent on them to be ſo inform- 


ed; ſince it was from the French Court, and not 


: om: the Inhabitants of Dunkirk that We were to 


expect and require the ftrict Obſervance of the 


Treaties. When the French Minifters therefore 
would inpoſe on us an Aſſurance of this Kind, fo 


void of all Probability, and at the fame Time give us 


another Aſſurance of their doing every Thing a- 


grecably to Treaties; will not the notorious Im- 
probability of the one juſtify our ſtrongeſt Suſpici- 
ons about the Performance of the other ® When 


there are ſuch convincing Reaſons to queſtion their 


Veracity, can We, without expoſing our ſelves to 
the Contempt of the whole World, depend intirely 
on their Srncerity ? ie e 

4 2dh, As to the inactive Conduct of our Mrs 
from July to February laſt; and in Order to ſer this 


Matter in a full Light, let us recal very ſhortly 
and place their whole Proceeding in one View. : 


If We look no farther back than the Year 1 727 


when the neu Sluice, on the Canal of Furnes, was 
built, it is now about 3 Tears ſince the French have 


work d at the Reſtoration. of Dunkirk. In this 


Time, our M-——rs have made three Complaints, 


and not one of theſe Complaints hath been made 
originally on their own Motion, and upon 2 


| their own, The two firf Times, They were call 
on by the Penſſonary, and the Ja Time, They were 


puſh'd on by the Parliament. 'T he Proceedings on 


the „rt Complaint ended by allowing tothe French 


ſome Infractions of the Treatjes, and by deiiring that 


o 
Fe 


. 


_ . others might be rectified, This is promis d; but 


the Promiſe is not kept, Inſtead of re#ifying what 


had been done, nem Works are carried on. The Pro- 


ceedings on the ſecond Complaint end in our ac- 
quicſcing to theſe ne Works, provided They are 
exte no farther. Even this Promiſe is not kept. 
The Works are extended farther. All Mankind 
| know it, and complain loudly of it for ſeven Months 
together. An Enquiry begins in Parliament. Our 
rs are ſurprized and know nothing of the 
Matter. Although They had been diſappointed 


a of Time, They took no Care not to tad 


I think that need not explain or enforce This 
any farther; and therefore I ſhall obſerve, thy, 
that as there may be ſome Reaſon, ariſing from 
their paſt Conduct, to apprehend that the French 
Court may not be quite ſo exact, nor ſo expedi- 
_ tious, as we are made to hope, in fulfilling even 
the la Promiſe, which They have given us, to de- 
moliſb all the Works erected contrary to the Treaties, 
fo chere is great Reaſon likewiſe, ariſing from ovr 
paſt Condud, to apprehend that They do not un- 
derftand, on that Side of the Water, by Works 
contrary to the Treaties, what We do and always 
muſt underſtand, on this Side of the Water, by 
thoſe Words; from whence it will follow that, by 
 dextrous Management, We have brought the clea- 
reſt Point in Nature to be the moſt intricate; and 
that whereas there never could have been Room 
for the leaſt Diſpute, if the Treaty of 1717 had 
been obſerved, in Explanation and Moderation of 
that of Utrecht, our departing from it may and 
muſt open a Source of inexhauſtible Chicane- 


I have 


Y 
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2 have already ſhewn how che Treaty of 1717 
explains the Intention and moderates the Conditions 
of the Treaty of Utrecht, fo as to leave the French 
no Colour, either from the. Letter or Intention of 
the Treaties, for doing or acting any Thing 
more | than what is there ſpecifically expreſſed ; 
no, not even on Account 0 diſcharging the Ca- 
nals ;. draining the flat — 3 or Ma on 


their H iſbing or any other Trade 


U this Foot, therefore, cbe Sende of theſe : 
Words (Works contrary to the Treaties ; or Works 


done in Contravention to the Treaties; Js is exactly 


and invariably determined. But the French have 
been artful enough to improve our Complaiſance 
for them, ſo as to ſet the Caſe of Dunkirk on 


= another Foot; with our M——rs I mean; 


or with the Nation I hope and believe That im- 


r to be done. 


On the former Foor, every Thing, which hath 
been done at, Dunkirk, is directly againſt the Let- 
ter of both Treaties, and againſt ths Intention of 


that of Utrecht, explained by that of 1717. The 
Rigolle or Gut, which Mr. Armftrong and our 


M——s allow the French, by virtue of their 


. diſpenſing Power, and the Sluice on the Canal of 
Furnes, to keep this Rigolle or Gut open, are as 


directly and as plainly againſt the Intention of the 
Treaties, as even fortifying the Town, the Har- 
bour _ the Strand would be. | 


: | on the other 2 theet-is Riloin for Chi- 


can The French may ſay (and, no Doubt, they 
will ſay) that the — of Treaties ought to 


be nn by the. Senſe, in which the cun- 
F 2 rome 


: 
9 £ 


— 


trading Parties have, by mutual Agreement, ex- 
ecuted them; that as the late King allowed them 
to have a Communication from [Dunkirk to the 
Sea, by the Canal of Mardyke; 1Þ they have been 
allowed, at preſent, to have the ſame Communi- 
cation by the old Channel; that we did indeed 
once inſiſt on demoliſhing their Reparations of the 
old Fettees; but that, ſince that Time, and on 
Occaſion of Complaints about other Works, made 
for improving this Harbour, we have not only ex- 
; I approved” their making theſe latter Works, 
t have tacitly conſented to their repairing and 
ſupplying the old Fettees, by taking no Notice of 
their not deſtroying them, nor of their _— 
other Works to hinder as effectually the Flux an 
Reflux of the Tides from choaking up the Chau- 
nel, as the Fettees are deſigned to do; that all 
this, together with our Approbation of the new 
Key they have made, and the new Magazines 
they have built, ſhew it very evidently to have 
been our Senſe, as well as theirs, that the Inten- 
tion of the Treaties is not to deprive them of a 
naked Harbour at Dunkirk, but only to hinder 
them from having a fortifyed Harbour there; that 
they are far from entertaining any ſuch Thoughts; 
that they carry their "Fidelity even to a Nicety 
and have not yet rais'd' one, /ingle Battery on 


the Strand; till they attempt which, we have not 


© the leaſt Reaſon to affirm that they act in Con- 
travention to the Treaties,  ' © 


Ihis and much more, to the ſame Effect, may 
the French ſay, whenever they are preſſed in 
Earneſt to fulfil their Ja Promiſe, agrecably to 
the juſt Expectations of the Britiſh Nation. Nay, 
they” certainly will init in this Manner, if they 


Ca) 


mſi > o preſe'd ; becauſe ever Reaſons they 
may have to deſire that our preſent Mini ſters 
ſhould continue in Power, I can hardly perſuade 
my ſelf that they will, for the Sake of the - 7wo 
illuſtrious Brothers, undoe intirel y what the oy 
0 at Dunkirk and fairly lay aſide the ; 
of reſtoring that Port, by Degrees and without | 
Eclat, to its former Greatneſs and Splendour. 


That there is Reaſon to apprehend ſuch 2 
Conduct from them, we may judge by what we 
have lately heard from Dunkirk; for it is ſaid 
that Mr. Laſſels, with ſome French Officers, had 
been to ſound the Water in the Haag and 
Channel. Now, to what Purpoſe can this be? 


If we are to ſtand to the Treaties, we muſt in- 


fiſt that there be 90 Water; at leaft, no naviga- 
ble, Water at all in the Harbour and Channel. 
If we depart from the Treaties, to what Purpoſe 


do 105 "ny about a Foot or two FF Water, more 
5 leſs 


4 'The Queſtion Jore not turn on "FY 98 | 
it nces as theſe; whether the Port be capable 


|  ofi receiving 50 or 100 Ships ; whether Ships of 


50 or 500 Tons go into it, ok out of it; whe- 
ther the Depth of Water be\14 or 18 or 20 
FEpot, and the like; but ſingly on this, whether 
i be made a Port to any "i" or in ba. 
4 Degree eee | e 


Tins , we may hear of ſome Fettees, or _ 
Works eſtroyed, and a few Appearances' of a 
Demolition; but let it be remember d that no- 

thing can be a juſt Satisfaction and real — 
0 but the reducing — once 9 


4605 
that Condition, into which it was put by Virtue 
af the 3 and following them as the ſtated 
Rule between Us and France on this Head. Let 
it be remember'd likewiſe that whatever Sati/- 
2 we may obtain, be it more or leſs, will 
owing to the Parliamentary Enquiry, and not 
to the 4 Vigilance and Spirit of 7. boſe, who 
are employd i in the Adminiſtration. 


After having made ſo. many Obſervations on the 
Conduct of our Miniſters in this Affair of Dun- | 
kirk, I am obliged, in Juſtice, to take ſome Notice 
of the chief 8 by. which their Creatures 
endeavour to excuſe them; for ugh many 
concur to ſcreen them — Cenſure, few there 
are, I think, even amongſt Theſe, who * 1 
intirely to juſtify their Condud. g 


aff hath, been ſaid then that different Times + and 
| ent: Situations of Affairs require different Ways 
of acting; which 1 a moſt undeniable Truth. 
But as Cmmon place Wit diverts Nobody, who 
hath any Wit, ſo Common-place Masims impoſe on 


Nobody, who hath Sou and Knowlegge. 


It is true that different: Times. and Situations = 
equirc that. Miniſters of State ſhould both ſpeak 
ad act indifferent Manners ; but they arc never 
to. loſe their Object although t change, i in 1 
Meaſure, the Manner of purſuing it. This Oh- 
ject is, or ough t always to be, the greateſt No. 
tional Good. To wiſe and honeft -Servants of the 
Pate e Canet will bo abſolutely indifferent, 
except their 0wn,;, and by Conſequence they will 
neither- lean to nor from any Foreign Intereſt, but 
4 W n of 

eir 


„ 


— 


15 p it, by the Courſe Accidents. 


Now, let us apply the Maxim, thus explained, 


Dunkirk. 


1 


Situations, with reſpect to Creat-Britain and 


France, different from Thoſe, which our Fa- 


Fe or We beheld, during forty Years, is true. 
It is true e that ſince this Alteration of 
Times and Situations, a different Manner of ſpeak- 
ing and acting towards France hath been requilite 
on our Part. But our general Intereſt, with re- 
ſpect to France, is only thus far changed. For- 
merly, it was our Intereſt to oppoſe all. her Men- 
ſures, and to defy her moſt exorbitant Power. It is 
now become our Intereſt to have a Communication 
of friendly Meaſures and Intercourſe of friendly 
Offices with her; and, inſtead of Tefying ber re- 
duced Power, to be * jealous of its * growing, 4 
A | 


In cultivating therefore the Friendſhip of 3 
nd even in avoiding all A e 
[1g her, or being jealous: of our AMAiniſſers 
ave acted ctr to the Niles * good Po- 
licy. The French have held the ſame Conduct 
towards us; and this mutual Confidence and A- 
mity might certainly have been productive of 


much public Good, without any particular Incon- 
veniency or Miſchief. It hath been ſo to France > 


ut it hath not been ſo to Great Britain; and the 
| Reaſon of this Difference is plain. The French. 


- wi 


their own Country, or or hat; in a greater , 


5 the Conduct ot our n in 1 Caſe of 


i b and. do a 1 | 


1 


-followd the Maxim aboyo-mention d, but 


without once loſing kene af their Mee Intereft F 
Whenever This hath come into Queſtion, They 
have inſiſted amicably, but The 1 — inſiſted as 


Arongly as ever; eg the Caſe of Santa Lucia, 
that of the * Honours at Sea, and many orhers. 
Nay, whenever They could acquire ſuch a Pre- 
| tence, as ſeem'd conſiſtent with the Terms of 
Friendſhip, They have artfully enough endea- 
voured to diminiſh our Power, and to wreſt from 
us thoſe Advantages, which they know may ſome 
Time or other, in our Hands, be of Detriment 
to Them; witneſs the Part, which our intimate 
Friend, the late Duke of Orleans, acted in ſup- 

ing the Claim of Spain to the Keſtitution of 
Gibraltar and Minorca. | 


- But 1 am afraid it wall * found that o Mi 12 
niſters have ſufferd the Tranſports of Friendſhip 
- to carry them too far in Favour of France; par- 
ticularly, in the Caſe now before us; for which 
They muſt be confeſs d inexcuſable, notwith ſtand- 
in Toe the wiſe, Apothegm quoted in their Behalf, un- 
lels They can ſhew that, by departing from a 
ſtrict Obſervation of the Treaties, with reſpect to 
Dunkirk, They have avoided a greater Evil, then 
the Danger of this Port reftored is and 
mut be reputed; " that They have procured. 
co their Country a greater Good than that of 
keeping Dunkirk in the Stats, to which it was 
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War was broke, as it was faid, upon the Inſtance of France, - 
for obliging a French Ship to Srrife, according to his Inſtructi- 
. 


redunced 


7 educed, and in which it was to continue, accord 
_ Ing to the Treaties. 9 7 


If this ſole Excuſe, which can be made for our 
Minifters, will avail them little, when it comes to 
be tried by the Rules of Reaſon; it will be quite 
| Tre when We have Recourſe to Experience, 
An 


d compare the Conduct, which was held by our 
Mini ſters, in the Years 1716 and 1717, with That 
1yhich hath been held for theſe zhree or four laft 

Fears, as well as the Situation of Affairs, at that 

Time, with the Situation of Affairs, during the 

latter Period. Dm „ 


The . of the Proviſional Agreement made 
11 1716, which was inſerted in the fourth Ar- 
t cle of the Alliance made in 1717, hath. been al- 
ready mentioned. The French were far from con- 
ſenting eaſily to make this Step; and nothing leſs 
han the Firmneſs, which We then ſhewed, could 
| Fave forced them to it. I doubt not but They 
would gladly have deſtroyed entirely the Canal of 
Mardyke, it They might have been permitted to 
have had that Rigolle, or Gut (for there appears 
n Affectation in calling it any Thing but what it 
| y, Channel) which hath been allowed them 
Ance. The Harbour of Dunkirk is a Tide- Har 
i pur, and therefore liable to much Inconveniency ; 
tut this Inconveniency was, in great Meaſure, re- 
medied by the Situation of the old Channel, now 
reftcrd, which runs ftrait down to the Sea from 
5 Harbour, and hath the Road before it, in 
rhich Ships may, at all Times, come to an A. 
oy though They cannot, at all Times, get into 


he Port. | 
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\ The Canal DF ardyke runs a * Wa 3 
4 makes an Elbow, before it can deſcend to the 
| Sea; and when it comes there hath no Road acroſs 

the Entrance of it; for which Reaſon, Dunkirk 
can never be of that Advantage to Frauce, and of 
that Danger to us, with this opening to tho N 

as with the other. 8 


5 The late King 8 1 as is ob- 
ſerved above, to leave the Canal of Mardyke, re- 
duced according to the Terms of the Proviſional 
Agreement ; but He was fo far from giving the 
feaſt Way to any Thing, which might tend to 
open the old 3 that He expreſiy ftipulated - 
the doing of every Thing neceſſary for the farther 
and more compleat Deſtructiou of it, Thus We ſee 
the Difference between our former and our late 


* Conduf?. Let us conſider how we ſtood, at that 


. Time, with France, and what was the. general Ste 
* _ our W. we 


Union a5 ey as 3 in our 
Storm to the North was then much more to 
be fear d than now. The late Czar's Grandfather 
"was then alive. The famous King of Sweden was 
alive likewiſe. How we ſtood with thoſe Princes, 
and what we had to apprehend from their In- 
trigues, and from their Arms, J need not explain. 
At Home there were ſome Remains of a Re- 


beluon not totally extinguiſb d, and a Facobite 


Party Mill in being. The . Swedifo Plot a 
the Government was carrying on at that ime. 


Aberoni was * his formidable Schemes, 
1 which 


- i 3 j " 


| * which he began to execute in 1717, and we were, 


in Concert with France, taking Meaſures to op- 


* 
* 


Let me ask now any Man, of common Inge- 


i Situation of Affuirs, to excuſe ſome Compli- 
' [ances with France, might not have been urged 
with a better Grace at that Time, than it could 
be urged, for the ſame Purpoſe, now £ He will cer- 
tainly anſwer that it might; and yet it is ur 
zo, not to excuſe ſome little Compliances, but to 
. to. excuſe what hath been done, in direct Contra- 
Aiction to the Treaties, and for giving up to France 


gr 
wi were in Poſſeſſion of by them. 


\ This Difference of Conduct is nts not to | be C 


accounted tor by the Difference of Times and Fitu- 
qtions. It is to be accounted for by nothing, but 
iy the Difference of Men. We had then other Mi- 

#1 gers at 9 to give Inſtructions, and another 


inifter at Paris to execute them. The Times and _ 


Situation, in the Years 1716 and 1717, 
1 more favourable to us, than the Times . our 


Situation in the Years 1727, 1728 and 1729; 
and our national Intereſt, with Re pect to Dunkirk, _ 
- hath been exactly the ſame in both; but our HHH. 


_ nifters had not then negotiated Themſelves into 
an abſolute Dependance on Frauce, nor learned per- 
haps a Leſſon, that it is much more eaſy and pro- 


than to govern well at Home, and to fu 


8 5 the Honour, and the N 0 the No ation 


# 
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FINIS 


- nuity, whether an Argument, drawn from the 


cat Part of the Advantage and. Security, which 


( 


a fitable to evade or defeat a 1 Enqui the Io, | 


